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NHT Successfully Obtains Contempt of Court
Order and Award of Monetary Sanctions
against Robert Gutierrez, Owner of Worldwide
Heat Treat

06/10/2019 | 10:02am EDT

National Heat Treat (NHT) has achieved another success in its lawsuit against Defendants
Robert Gutierrez, Fernando Gutierrez and Worldwide Heat Treat. Defendant Robert Gutierrez
has been held in Contempt of Court for violation of the Temporary Restraining Order and the
Temporary Injunction previously ordered against Defendants resulting from a hearing in Court
on November 16, 2018. Sanctions were also assessed against Defendant Robert Gutierrez in
the amount of $35,000, to be paid directly to the Plaintiff, National Heat Treat, by 5:00PM, June
14, 2019. The Court’s Order states if Defendant should further violate such Temporary
Injunction, which “remains in full force and effect”, the Defendant Gutierrez may be fined and
“confined for up to six months in the Harris County Jail.”

NHT initially filed the case on August 31, 2018, when NHT sued Defendants Worldwide Heat
Treat, Robert Gutierrez and his brother, Fernando Gutierrez of Worldwide Heat Treat, alleging
Robert Gutierrez and his newly formed operation, “Worldwide Heat Treat,” had committed
various unlawful actions including Theft, Misappropriation of Trade Secrets and Confidential
Information, Tortious Interference with NHT’s Business Relations, Breach of Fiduciary Duty and
Constructive Fraud, Unjust Enrichment and Conspiracy (full allegations are publicly filed in:

Case No. 2018-59518 in the 11th District Court of Harris County, Texas).

Included in such alleged unlawful actions, pursuant to NHT’s allegations, is conversion of
NHT’s personal property (i.e., taking NHT’s property) and other alleged dishonest and unlawful
conduct, as alleged in NHT’s Petition. NHT has already achieved numerous successes; the
Court issued a Temporary Restraining Order against Robert Gutierrez, his brother Fernando
and Worldwide Heat Treat signed by the court on August 31, 2018, in the same case. On
October 1, 2018, the court again extended the TRO. Further, the Court conducted a temporary
injunction hearing and entered an order in favor of NHT granting a temporary injunction against
Defendants on November 16, 2018, which is in place until the time of trial (Order file stamped
December 5, 2018). Monday’s ruling of Contempt relates to the Court’s finding that Defendants
violated the TRO and the Temporary Injunction, specifically noting, “With actual knowledge of
the Temporary Restraining Order and the Temporary Injunction, Defendant Gutierrez willingly,
knowingly, and intentionally violated the Temporary Restraining Order and Temporary
Injunction.”
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The Contempt Order can be found here and details the sanctions levied by the Court against
Defendant Robert Gutierrez.

About National Heat Treat

National Heat Treat (NHT) is headquartered in Houston, Texas. It provides proprietary heat
treat services and testing services for a variety of metals and applications.

National Heat Treat provides its customers with heat treating experts who have more than 100
years of combined experience. NHT serves companies involved in all heat-treating processes
including oil and gas (upstream, midstream, downstream), automotive, aviation, power
generation, construction and all heavy equipment industries.

National Heat Treat’s areas of specialties include, among other specialties, carbonitriding,
vacuum age, vacuum/vacuum solution anneal, atmosphere hardening, atmosphere normalize
processes, atmosphere anneal, box furnace tempering, car bottom furnace tempering, and the
ability to stress relieve, anneal, shrink fit, bake, and burn-off all materials.

The company is located at 6923 Brittmore Road, Houston, Texas 77041.

View source version on businesswire.com:
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190610005174/en/
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